RESEARCH STUDENTS
power of taking part in a general conversation may become atrophied for want of use. If the morning papers contained an account of some striking event at home or abroad it was generally mentioned at our tea-party, and very frequently we found that there was someone who knew well the place where the event happened, who was able to throw fresh light upon it and make it seem much more vivid than the reading of any number of telegrams. I have, for example, when a Presidential Election was taking place in the United States, heard Republicans and Democrats fighting their battle with great vigour, and have felt that I learnt far more about American politics by listening to them than by reading columns in the newspapers from special correspondents. The students from other universities were surprised and at first irritated by the restriction put upon them by the College regulations and particularly by the one which obliged them to be in their rooms before a certain time. No such restriction was in force in any of the universities from which they came, and they said it was like going back to the nursery and being sent to bed at 7 o'clock. Another matter which was a great puzzle to them was the duties performed by their College Tutor. In Cambridge there is a distinction between the ofEce of Tutor and that of Lecturer. The Tutor is supposed to be in loco parentis to his pupils, and acts as the connecting link between the College and the parents. He generally holds a Lectureship in some subject, but only those of his pupils who are students of this subject go to his lectures. None of the College Tutors to whom they were assigned ever lectured on physics, and they could not understand what was the use of a Tutor. One of the research students thought he would take a busman's holi-
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